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1. Demographics and wealth

Age was the biggest divide in the 2019 election.

Figure 6: Labour and Conservative 2019 vote share by age group
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This level of polarisation only emerged in the last five years.
Figure 8: Labour and Conservative vote share by age group 1992-2019
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Sources: |psos MORI (2019), Ipsos MORI (2017), Ipsos MORI (1972-2010)

(Note: Most charts in this section are from Labour Together’s 2019 Election Review unless otherwise attributed.)
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https://electionreview.labourtogether.uk/

This pattern is reflected in the divide between youngest and oldest
constituencies, as visualised by Resolution Foundation. In 2019, the
Conservatives gained 9 of 137 Labour seats among the youngest 30% of
constituencies but a massive 14 of 23 Labour seats in the oldest 30%.

Constituencies by party and average age: Great Britain, 2019 result m
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https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/comment/election-dissection/

Education reveals a divide that is almost as stark as age.

Figure 7: Labour and Conservative 2019 vote share by education level
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Combining age and education highlights a huge divide in social attitudes.

Figure 27: Social attitudes and values by age and education
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Source: Professor Rob Ford, Presentation to Labour MPs

But this only partly explains voting trends. Keir Milburn argues the
formative experience of the 2008 crash and its aftermath created
“Generation Left”. And the data below suggests that while the class
divide in voting has shrunk, wealth and home ownership are more
significant.
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https://neweconomics.org/2019/07/weekly-economics-podcast

Labour’s vote is increasingly based in cities, not towns.
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Figure 10: 2019 General Election vote share by place type
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Again, this may be partly explained by age. lan Warren and Will Jennings
note the aging nature of towns which switched from Labour to Tory:

Town Change in over 65s population Change in 18 to 24 yr olds population
Workington Up 14.0% Down 28.4%
Bury Up 27.3% Down 7.3%
Southport Up 12.4% Down 21.8%
Bishop Auckland Up 34.8% Down 24.9%
Darlington Up 21.1% Down 16.6%
Hartlepool Up 26.9% Down 24.5%
Redcar Up 29.6% Down 24.3%
Grimsby Up 8.9% Down 19.1%
Scunthorpe Up 39.6% Down 21.0%
Wakefield Up 29.0% Down 10.5%
Mansfield Up 30.3% Down 14.4%
Kirkby-in-Ashfield Up 41.3% Down 15.5%
Bolsover Up 35.2% Down 16.1%

It also reflects the greater ethnic diversity of many cities, with BAME
voters much more likely to vote Labour in 2019 than white voters.
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https://www.conservativehome.com/platform/2019/11/ian-warren-and-will-jennings-addressing-the-needs-of-towns-is-key-to-winning-this-election.html

In contrast, voting no longer divides on class lines, at least when
measured by the prevalent NRS social grade system of ABC1/C2DE.

Figure 24: Labour votes by class 1974-2010
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In particular, the Conservative working class vote grew significantly in
2017 and 2019.

Figure 12: Conservative working class vote share 2015-2019
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https://www.ft.com/content/48495b7f-b749-407b-9cfe-c1a34f6a9cf5

